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Benthic litter densities acquired via
transect sampling using SCUBA.
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Introduction

Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) are globally recognized as exceptional
tools of biodiversity conservation and habitat preservation. The most
successful cases are related to complete No-Take zonation schemes,
where extractive practices are strictly prohibited.

Such legal framework however, does not confer protection from other
impactful pressures arising from within and beyond the MPA's
boundaries, such as marine debris.

This study illustrates the spatial distribution of benthic anthropogenic
debris in a Cypriot MPA, to highlight the susceptibility of MPAs to this
ecological threat, and to identify the sources of this pollution for
urgent regulatory action.
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Significant significance: *** < 0.001, * < 0.05
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across the MPA.

Benthic litter is more concentrated in shallow waters on
the eastern coastline of the MPA, where recreational
activities are more prevalent and intense.

The research was conducted under the framework of the “Mapping
of marine Key habitats and assessing their vulnerability to fishing
activities in the Mediterranean - MedKeyHabitats II Project” in
Cyprus implemented by Marine Environmental Research (MER)
Lab on behalf of UNEP-MAP-SPA/RAC in collaboration with the
Department of Fisheries and Marine Research, with the financial
support of MAVA Foundation, Switzerland, Contract no 01_SPA/
RAC_2020.
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The marine litter data analysis and the presenting infographic were
implemented as part of a doctoral (PhD) thesis at the University of
Haifa, Israel, carried out by loannis Savva and supervised by Prof.
Dror Angel at the Department of Maritime Civilizations.
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